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Lakeside-Tulane Hospital in Metairie 
on Saturday, November 11th. Look for 
further information in this newsletter. 
 

We are continuing to work on our 
Seminar/Vendor Fair (Saturday, January 
13, 2018) contact hours that will be 
offered at this event and are contacting 
vendors to exhibit. Please contact your 
vendors to exhibit. The vendor forms are 
in this newsletter. Don’t forget to contact 
Ramie Miller or Catherine Lapeze if you 
have anything to donate for the Silent 
Auction as part of our Seminar/Vendor 
Fair. 
 

READ our Newsletter for additional 
opportunities to receive contact hours 
and visit our WEB SITE 
aornofneworleanschapter1902.com for 
all of our chapter’s on-going activities 
and chapter information. 
 

EXPO in New Orleans is fast 
approaching (March 24, 2018 to 
March 28, 2018) …… VOLUNTEER 
TODAY….. See newsletter for details. 
 

Thank you to Michele DeLima for 
providing our Chapter’s AORN Guideline 
spotlight on Environmental Cleaning in 
the OR. See the review of the Guideline 
in the newsletter. 
 

As you all can see we have a lot of 
activity going on in our chapter. It is 
definitely a TEAM effort. Thanks to all 
for “Embracing Action”. Becoming 
involved, even in small ways, can make 
a difference. 

 

I slept and dreamt that life was joy;  
I awoke and saw that life was service;  
I acted and behold, service was joy!  
(Tagore) 
Respectively,  
                                           

Sharon Guardina RN, BSN, CNOR                                                                                                  
President- AORN of New Orleans                                                                                                     
Chapter 1902 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YEAH !!!!!!!!!!! 
 
AORN New Orleans Chapter 1902 
 
We have placed 2nd in the 2017 AORN 
Chapter Challenge and will receive 
$500.00 for our chapter. Thanks to all 
the new and re-joining members who 
became members of our chapter during 
this challenge and a special thanks to 
our Chapter Challenge committee; 
Christal Cook, Tammy Sill, Dawn 
Boudreaux, and Mandy Martin who 
spent hours reviewing our past chapter 
rosters and contacting potential new 
members. It was definitely a team 
effort. To celebrate all our members 
and all non-members who are RNs 
who might be interested in joining our 
chapter. We are having a November 
15th (Wednesday) SOCIAL at 
Martins Wine Cellar on Veterans 
from 5 pm to 7 pm. ALL are invited, 
members and non-members. Non-
members will be provided with 
membership information at the SOCIAL 
and will be invited to join our chapter. 
We are a very active AORN chapter 
and we want you to become a part of 
our chapter. Thanks to Tammy Sill, 
Geri Tannehill and Catherine Lapeze 
for making our November 15th SOCIAL 
event a happening event and of course 
to Nathalie Walker for submitting a 
Grant Application to AORN for the 
funding. 
 

Our next AORN Chapter meeting will 
be at Children’s Hospital in New 
Orleans on Wednesday, October 25th 
in the Auditorium. There will be contact 
hours given by Lee Robinson with IMS 
and light refreshments sponsored by 
Children’s Hospital.  
 

On another note, we are having the film 
premier of “Defining Hope “at the 
Cinebarre Canal Place 9 at 7 pm on 
November 1st. Marketing Media will 
be sent out to promote this film. 
 

Don’t forget our “Teddy Bear” Clinic 
being sponsored by AORN and  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=clip+art+new+orleans&view=detail&id=0D3880414582BD4E12DF0B39D1961788D275BAE3
mailto:sguardina@att.net
mailto:cnorchristal@gmail.com
mailto:matoledano@outlook.com
mailto:mmartin-sanchez@lammico.com
mailto:guidrymelissa@yahoo.com
mailto:dawboudreaux@ochsner.org
mailto:Linda.Levesque@hcahealthcare.com
mailto:soverman@ochsner.org
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mailto:geritannehill@yahoo.co
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Legislative Report by  
Nathalie Walker, MBA, RN, CNOR 

 

Chapter 1902  
 Event Calendar 

2017-2018 
 

 

 

******************* 
Next Meeting:  
October 25th-Children’s Hosp 
 

 

******************* 
 

 

 Monthly Meeting Dates 
 

November 15th-Social at     
               Martin Wine Cellar 
January 13th-Winter Seminar 
February 28th-Tulane 
April 25th-Ochsner Kenner 
May 23rd-WJMC 
June 27th-Installation Banq. 

 

 
Per member request,  

we have 
 a new meeting time: 

5 PM 
ALL meetings start at 

5 PM unless otherwise noted 
   

 
 

Answers to the 
PeriOp Challenge 

 
      1. B 

        2. C 
        3. B 

Please check out this link on the AORN webpage and click on the 
Take Action box to send a message to your legislators about 
Perioperative Nurses Week and a letter to your newspaper editors 
too.  http://www.aorn.org/community/government-affairs/my-
state/louisiana  
 

Sample Letter: 
 

November 12-18, 2017 marks the celebration of Perioperative 
Nurse Week, an annual celebration of perioperative nurses and 
their commitment to safe patient care. The Association of 
periOperative Registered Nurses (AORN) is a national association 
representing the interests of over 160,000 perioperative registered 
nurses in hospitals and outpatient surgery centers. AORN's 
40,000 registered nurse members manage, teach and practice 
perioperative nursing, a specialized area of nursing practice 
focused on safe patient care in the operating room. As a 
fundamental member of the surgical team, the perioperative 
registered nurse works in collaboration with other health care 
professionals including the surgeon, anesthesia provider, surgical 
assistant and other assistive personnel. 
 

If you or someone you love has had a surgical procedure, the 
perioperative registered nurse was directly responsible for you or 
your loved one's well-being throughout the operation. While all of 
the other medical professionals in the room are focused on their 
specific duty, the registered nurse circulator focuses on the 
patient for the duration of the procedure.  Perioperative registered 
nurses provide specialized nursing care to surgical patients 
before, during and after surgery. As a periop nurse, I am 
responsible for planning and directing all nursing care for patients 
who undergo invasive surgical procedures and serve as the 
patient's advocate while he or she is powerless to make his or her 
own decisions. 
 

Of all of my roles, patient safety is the most important. I want to 
ensure that policy decisions on health care include discussion on 
patient safety and would appreciate the opportunity to share my 
perspective with you as you become involved in health care 
discussions. Join us in celebrating perioperative nurses and our 
dedication to improving patient care during 2017 Perioperative 
Nurse Week.  

Respectfully Submitted by,                                                                       
 

 Nathalie Walker MBA, RN, CNOR 
 

      AORN, President 
 AORN of New Orleans, 
      Chapter 1902- Legislative Chair 

                                                          

http://www.aorn.org/community/government-affairs/my-state/louisiana
http://www.aorn.org/community/government-affairs/my-state/louisiana
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Membership expires on the last day of your renewal 
month. Here is a reminder that your membership 
expiration is in the near future: 

 

Membership due to Lapse 

 

Member News 

Please remember to renew!  
 

Total Members - 200 
Standard – 138 
Lifetime – 11 
2/3yr - 22 
Retired – 11 
Associate – 6 
Student Members – 12 
 
 

When you renew, please check your membership 
card to see that it states “Chapter 1902”. If your 
name is then not on our Roster and our Chapter 
does not receive the chapter dues you pay. 
   
 
  
 

 
 
 

If you have news from  
your facility 

Please send any updates to 
Mary Anne Toledano 

at:  
matoledano@outlook.com 

 

November 
Jonelle Bershad 

Myra DiGange 

Deborah Garbee 

Joan Heck 

Craig Lafontaine 

Mary Ann Laforge 

Haley Lee 

Sarah Stevens 

 

  http://http://www.facebook.com/AORN 
 

  
 
 www.ornurselink.org/Pages/home.aspx 
 
3M has upcoming webinars at which you can obtain 
free CEU`s. 
https://promo.3m.com/rc/3MMEDICAL/ipdeducatio
nwebinarcalendar  
 

    https://twitter.com/AORNofNewOrlean   
(You are seeing it correctly; there is no “s”) 

Chapter Webpage:  
www.aornofneworleanschapter1902.com 
 

October 
 

 
Adriana Acevedo 

Kimberly Buras 

Anita Jackson 

Craig Koppen  

Sharon Tohline 
 

Member Resources  
Membership Information 

mailto:matoledano@outlook.com
http://http/www.facebook.com/AORN
http://http/www.facebook.com/AORN
http://www.ornurselink.org/Pages/home.aspx
https://promo.3m.com/rc/3MMEDICAL/ipdeducationwebinarcalendar
https://promo.3m.com/rc/3MMEDICAL/ipdeducationwebinarcalendar
https://twitter.com/AORNofNewOrlean
https://twitter.com/AORNofNewOrlean
http://www.aornofneworleanschapter1902.com/
http://www.facebook.com/aorn
http://twitter.com/aorn
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Future Meeting Dates: 
 

Saturday October 14, Conference Call on Saturday Oct. 4th. The 
Seminar/Onsite meeting is canceled. 
 

Saturday, January 13th, Metairie, after the Winter Seminar 
 

Meeting Minutes - from the secretary:  
 Chapter Meeting: September 27, 2017  

Location: Ochsner Medical Center NO 
  

Vice-President introduced our speaker for 
today’s continuing education presentation, 
Margaret Lonsdale, RN, BSN, CNOR (3 M Clinical 
Specialist). Mary Anne also thanked 3M for 
sponsoring the meeting, providing the 
continuing education credit and providing 
the food.  
  

“Do you have skin in the game? The high 
stakes of SSIs”  
  

It is estimated that 2-5% of patients who have 
inpatient surgery will get an SSI. SSIs have been 
associated with increased length of stay, higher 
incidence of ICU admittance, 2-11 times the risk 
of mortality, increase in litigation, and others.  
  

The NIH project looked at the relationship 
between microbes and human cells 
(our microbiome). There were 37 trillion human 
cells and 100 trillion microbial cells identified. “ 
We exist in the bacterial world, not bacteria in 
ours.” There are MANY microbes that live in and 
on our body. The human body includes the 
following kinds of cells: human, bacterial and 
fungal. Most of the microbes live on the skin, 
mouth and gut and, normally, all live in perfect 
harmony. Surgery can change that!  
  

According to the CDC, the Risk of SSI = Dose of 
bacteria x virulence of bacteria / patient risk 
factors (CDC)  

Patient risk factors determine the resistance of 
the host (patient). These variables include age, 
comorbidities (diabetes, compromised immune 
system), obesity, nutritional status, nicotine use, 
prolonged preoperative stay, etc.  
  

Process variables include what and how much 
are the patient is exposed to. These factors 
include, but are not limited to, hand hygiene, 
antimicrobial prophylaxis, preop bathing, nasal 
and oral decontamination, hair removal, skin 
prep, surgical hand antisepsis, surgical 
attire, cleanliness of OR, ventilation, traffic, 
environmental surfaces, sterilization 
procedures, patient management 
(normothermia, glucose, oxygenation), 
and surgical technique.  
  

Most SSIs are caused by microbes found on the 
skin (there may be over 1 million bacteria per 
square cm!).  
  

It is difficult to predict who will get an SSI. Each 
patient has a unique immune system, has 
different risk factors, bacteria have different 
levels of virulence.  
  

To be a preop skin antiseptic, certain criteria 
need to be met. They must significantly reduce 
microorganisms on intact skin, be broad 
spectrum, fast-acting, have persistent 
activity, be non-irritating, and non-toxic. Know 
the characteristics of your preoperative skin  

                                    Continued on page 6 
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Chapter 1902 Community Outreach Project: 
 
 
 

Please bring non-perishable items, hotel shampoos, etc. to 
next meeting for the homeless shelter at St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church on Tulane Avenue.  Sharon Guardina 

will drop them off to the shelter. 
 

• Small bottles of shampoo   • Eye glasses 
• Non-perishable foods items   • Socks 

 

Thank you!!! 
 

 
 
1.  A perioperative RN caring for a patient receiving moderate sedation/analgesia may use a  
bispectral index monitor as an adjunct technology to monitor the patient’s: 
 
A. Level of carbon dioxide 
B. Level of sedation 
C. Pain level 
D. Temperature 
 
2.   During monopolar electrosurgery using a resectoscope procedure for hysteroscopy and  
possible endometrial ablation, the RN circulator should anticipate using which of these fluids   
distend the uterine cavity? 
 
A. 0.9% Saline 
B. LR 
C. 1.5% Glycine 
 
3.   1.5% Glycine, 3% Sorbitol, or 5% Mannitol are examples of nonelectrolyte and low  
viscosity distension media. When there is excess absorption of these distension media,  
patients may be at an increased risk for: 
 
A.  Fluid volume deficit 
B.  Hyponatremia 
C.  Myoglobinuria 
 

                                Answers on page 2 
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Meeting Minutes – Continued from page 4:  

 . . . they are not all created equal!  
  
A few points to remember:  
• No one prep meets all of the prepping needs 
for our patients. The surgeon’s preference in 
addition to patient factors will help to 
determine which one is selected.    
• There is a risk associated with of Multi-Use 
Antiseptics (larger containers that are not 
discarded after one use).   
• Preps alone can’t eliminate bacteria on the 
patient’s skin. The skin is NEVER sterile! Some 
residual bacteria will always be left and could 
be introduced to the incision.  
• Incise drapes could help prevent 
contamination of the incision 
and immobilize residual bacteria.  
• Be aware of the manufacturer’s 
recommendations for use of any product used 
for surgical site preps.  
• It is our responsibility to control the 
variables that we can to help prevent surgical 
site infections.  
 

Chapter Business Meeting:  
President Sharon Guardina called the meeting 
to order at 5:49PM. – Sharon thanked everyone 
for attending. Secretary Mandy Martin-Sanchez 
announced that a quorum was present.  
 

Old Business:  
• August Minutes: The August minutes posted in 
the September newsletter were approved as 
posted.  

• Treasurer’s Report: Melissa Guidry reported 
the current account balance is $4548.88.  

• Vendor Fair: Invites and 
Letters were published in the September 
Newsletter (3 forms). Please give these to 
any vendor interested in participating in 
the winter seminar on January 13, 2018 at East 
Jefferson General Hospital. (See Roxanne, Dawn 
and Mary Anne for more information). Mary 
Anne has sent out about 30 letters to vendors.  

• Winter Seminar: The flyer will be out as 
soon with all of the details. Start discussions with 
your staff about attending the half-day  seminar  
on 1/13/18 at East Jefferson General Hospital.   

 

• Holiday Social: The chapter will host a meeting 
and holiday social on November 15th. Tammy, 
Geri, and Catherine are working on the details. 
Geri reported that she is waiting for a response 
from Martin’s Wine Cellar for food options. We 
will be in the main seating area is available.   
                                                  Continued on page 8 
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It's not too early to start thinking about  

signing up to volunteer for the  

2018 AORN Surgical Conference and Expo 
in New Orleans from 3/24/18 to 3/28/18. 

As I receive the volunteering needs from Nat’l AORN, I will relay 
this information to all volunteers who signed up, so you can  

decide on what volunteering activity works best for you.  
Please send your name and contact information (your personal 

email address and cell phone #…. please) via email 
to Sharon Guardina (Volunteer Coordinator) at sguardina@att.net 

(You do not need to be an AORN member to volunteer.)       
    
 
                                                                                                              

 
 

Treasurer’s Report: 
 

Previous balance:   $ 4418.63 
     

 
 
                       September ending balance:  $  4548.88 
 

         Respectfully submitted,  
 
         Melissa Guidry, Treasurer   
         AORN Chapter 1902 

 

Deposits: 
Chapter Dues    + $305.25 

   
 

Expenses: 
- $  175.00  
 
 

mailto:sguardina@att.net
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• Nathalie sent in the Grant Application to 
AORN, Inc. The chapter will need to send 
pictures to AORN, Inc. from the social. This will 
be both for chapter members and a recruitment 
activity.   

• “Defining Hope”: The chapter will host one of 
the national premiers of the film, Defining 
Hope. Natalie reported that we have secured 
Canal 9 at Canal Place on November 1st. A 
promotional package will be put into the 
newsletter. The premier showing is the 2nd part 
of “American Nurse” by Carolyn Jones. 
Sharon will send the information to the 
Oncology Nurses association to advertise the 
premier. Ticket information will be published 
once it is available. Please start talking about 
the premier and encourage staff, family and 
friends to attend.  

• Perioperative Nurses Week: Natalie reported 
that Tulane Lakeside will host the Teddy Bear 
Clinic on Saturday, November 11th (probably 
around 10AM). Thanks to Linda Levesque for 
securing the location! Children will be able to 
bring their teddy bears and the 
chapter will “doctor them up.” Staff from AORN 
headquarters will be in town for the weekend 
for Expo 2018 promotions. There will be a 
dinner on November 10th with AORN 
staff, directors and VPs of perioperative 
services. On Monday, November 13th, a 
luncheon will be held for nursing educators. On 
November 11 there will be fireworks on the 
river for the New Orleans tricentennial. Plan to 
attend the fireworks display!  

• Newsletter – Mary Anne would like the 
newsletter information in as soon as possible.  

• State Council Update: The meeting in 
Shreveport has been cancelled. There will be a 
conference call on Saturday, October 14th in 
place of the meeting.  

• Newsletter – Mary Anne would like the  
newsletter information in as soon as possible.  

 

• State Council Update: The meeting in 
Shreveport has been cancelled. There will be a 
conference call on Saturday, October 14th in 
place of the meeting.  

• Chapter Challenge Update: Currently the 
chapter is in 3rd place. If staff have not used 
their discount code from the grant application 
by September 30th, it will expire!  

• AORN Surgical Conference and Expo 
2018: Silent Auction – Ramie and Catherine are 
working on donations. If anyone registers for 
Expo by October 2nd, last year’s registration rate 
will apply. After that date, the 2018 pricing will 
be given (it will be an increase). Volunteers are 
needed for Silent Auction, Moderators, Session 
Assistants and other duties. If you are 
interested in volunteering, please contact 
Sharon.   

• Expo Contest: Take a picture of yourself with 
the 2018 Expo poster and post it 
on Instagram with #aorn2018 and you could 
win a paid registration to Expo.  

• Facility Liaison for Communication of AORN 
Information: Melissa reported that liaisons are 
still needed for Touro, Crescent City Surgical 
Hospital, Ochsner West Bank 
and Ochsner Baptist.  

• Legislative Update: Natalie has requested 
the Proclamation for Perioperative Nurses 
Week and is awaiting a reply.    

Chapter Accountability Standards and 
Portal: The portal for entering the chapter 
accountability documentation is now 
open. Chapter Officers and Committee Chairs 
have access to post on the portal. Incentives for 
improving the status of the chapter were 
announced. The portal is accessible at 
aorn.org/cas. Sharon announced that there are 
bonus points added for chapters that provide  
 

Continued on page 8 

  

Meeting Minutes – Continued from page 6:  
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Meeting Minutes – Continued from page 8:  

 
• contact hours for their education meetings 

and seminars.  

New Business   
• Natalie announced part of AORN’s 

commitment to perioperative nursing. 
Schools of nursing will be offered 
Perioperative Fundamentals for $20/seat to 
increase the awareness of the specialty. It is 
estimated that 20% of those currently 
working in perioperative areas will retire and 
the demand for nurses in the area 
is increasing.   

• Chapter Contribution to the Silent Auction at 
Expo 2018: Our chapter usually makes a 
donation to the Silent Auction with a value of 
around $200. A motion was made by Melissa 
for the chapter to make a similar donation 
this year. The motion was approved and 
Sharon volunteered to look for a New Orleans 
themed piece of jewelry for the donation.  

 

Additional Announcements:  
 

• FREE CONTACT HOURS: The AORN Journal 
articles that have contact hour credit are now 
available free to members. Also, 
Pfiedlerenterprises.com has free education 
available.  

• The Virtual National Membership forum will 
be held on October 4th at 5PM.  

• A CNOR prep course will be held in New 
Orleans on October 7th & 8th. Contact hours 
available: 17.4.  

• Georgia Seminar:  October 21st, WellStar   
  Development Center, 2000 S Park Pl SE, Atlanta,   
 Georgia. Please see the attached flyer.  
 

• Volunteers needed for Expo. Even if you don’t 
know your work schedule, Sharon will find a 
way for you to volunteer!  
                                     Continued on page 11 
 

 
 
 
 
 

   

** HURRICANE HARVEY HELP! ** 
aornhouston.nursingnetwork.com 

PLEASE DONATE TO OUR CHAPTER TO HELP THOSE AFFECTED BY HURRICANE 
HARVEY & THE FLOODS! DEAR AORN OF GREATER HOUSTON, If you have been affected 

by the storm/floods, please reach out to us for... 

https://aornhouston.nursingnetwork.com/page/57281-hurricane-harvey-
help 
 

Contact us: https://aornhouston.nursingnetwork.com/contact 

We can be contacted via our Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AORN-of-
Greater-Houston-1195489327131820/ 

We are also on ORNL: http://www.ornurselink.org/groups/home/305 

Or you can email fkchapman@gmail.com  
 

https://aornhouston.nursingnetwork.com/page/57281-hurricane-harvey-help
http://aornhouston.nursingnetwork.com/
https://aornhouston.nursingnetwork.com/page/57281-hurricane-harvey-help
https://aornhouston.nursingnetwork.com/page/57281-hurricane-harvey-help
https://aornhouston.nursingnetwork.com/contact
https://www.facebook.com/AORN-of-Greater-Houston-1195489327131820/
https://www.facebook.com/AORN-of-Greater-Houston-1195489327131820/
http://www.ornurselink.org/groups/home/305
mailto:fkchapman@gmail.com
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A contaminated water source feeding into the boiler may introduce contaminants into the 
steam. Facilities should not perform procedures until the water is functioning and they are 
off the boil water advisory. They also need to follow the sterilizer and washer/disinfectors 
manufacturer’s IFUs before returning them to service. 
  
The CDC has the most detailed information about reopening health care facilities, here is 
the link:   https://www.cdc.gov/disasters/reopen_healthfacilities.html 
  
CDC guidance for healthcare water system repair following disruption of water supply: 
https://www.cdc.gov/disasters/watersystemrepair.html 
   
We still have a FAQ posted from Hurricane Sandy, but will update the information with 
these new links and send out to members.                                                                                     
https://www.aorn.org/guidelines/clinical-resources/clinical-faqs/environment-of-care 
  
 

A Boil Water  
Advisory Impacts  

Steam Sterilization 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/disasters/reopen_healthfacilities.html
https://www.cdc.gov/disasters/watersystemrepair.html
https://www.aorn.org/guidelines/clinical-resources/clinical-faqs/environment-of-care
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       Registration:   
 

https://cc.readytalk.com/registration/#/?meeting=r8l3ml8zffgj&campaign=46t4ipmuyrfu 
   
 

Meeting Minutes – Continued from page 9:  

 
• A discussion about OR disinfection was 

held. Thanks to Michelle Delima for this 
information! Please see attached document 
for more information.    

The next meeting will be October 25th at 
  
 

 

Children’s Hospital in the Auditorium at 
5PM. Encourage your coworkers to attend!  
  
WITH NO FURTHER BUSINESS, THE MEETING 
WAS ADJOURNED AT 6:48PM.  
 

https://cc.readytalk.com/registration/#/?meeting=r8l3ml8zffgj&campaign=46t4ipmuyrfu
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Chapter Hospital Liaisons 
 

UMC - Elaine Stock    West Jeff - Mary Anne Toledano  
Lakeview - Christal Cook    Ochsner Jefferson - Susan Overman  
East Jefferson - Alycia Adams   Ochsner Kenner - Geri Tannehill/Gloria Mejia  
Tulane - Linda Levesque   Children's - Judy Montello  
VA - Stephanie Walls 
 

We would like to encourage a member from Touro, Crescent City Surgical, Ochsner 
Westbank and Ochsner Baptist to volunteer as a liaison from one of these facilities to assist 
with providing information to your peers.  If you are interested, please email Melissa Guidry at 
guidrymelissa@yahoo.com  or call her at 504-442-9747. 
 
Thanks to those members listed above who have volunteered - you are greatly appreciated. 

mailto:guidrymelissa@yahoo.com
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