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caps as compared to the bouffant, which 
stemmed from a recent study that indicated 
the porosity of the bouffant head covering 
was inferior to the skull cap for ear and hair 
coverage.   
The AORN Guideline for Surgical Attire is 
currently under revision and will be 
reviewed by the AORN Guideline Advisory 
Board comprised of representatives from 
the task force.  The guideline will be 
available for public comment from Jan. 2, 
2019 through Feb. 22, 2019 and ready for 
publication in April, 2019.  
 

The AORN Guideline for Sterilization will be 
available for public comment May 9 to June 
6. This document provides guidance for 
sterilization of reusable medical devices.  
LET your voice be heard as a perioperative 
nurse and submit your comments.  
 

AORN is already “gearing up” for Expo 2019 
and calling all for Session Proposals. You 
Could Be a Poster Presenter at EXPO 2019 
or better yet…. a Conference Speaker.. !!  
. Have you conducted new research you 
would like to share with the surgical 
community? 
•Do you have experience managing an 
emerging 'hot topic' or challenge facing 
perioperative RNs? 
•Are you an expert on a clinical topic or 
have tools to share that solve a periop 
problem? 
•Do you have leadership advice or 
management expertise to share?  If you 
answered "yes" to any of the above, AORN 
wants to hear from you! They are currently 
accepting proposals for breakout sessions at 
AORN's Global Surgical Conference & Expo 
2019 in Nashville, TN, April 6-10, 2019.  
Education proposals are being accepted 
through May 31, 2018. 
 

The next Chapter meeting will be 
Wednesday May 23, 2018 at UMC.   See 
attached flyer. 
  
Respectively,  
                                                                                                     

 Sharon Guardina RN, BSN, CNOR 
President- AORN of New Orleans 
                                                                                                                       

Chapter 1902 
 

 
 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS !!!!!!  to Chapter 1902 
New Orleans for achieving a 5 STAR rating 
on the 2017  AORN Chapter Accountability 
Standards.  
The success the chapter had this year was 
directly related to a TEAM effort and our 
members. Let’s keep that 5 STAR rating 
each year by all contributing to our 
chapter’s mission, “members first”.  It takes 
a concerted effort by all the members 
contributing to the chapter’s mission to be a 
successful chapter.  The FAST way to be a 
successful chapter is through Flexibility 
Adaptability Sustainability and Technology 
leverage. Since we are quickly approaching 
the end of our 2017-2018 term year and the 
new officers will soon be installed for the 
2018-2019 term, we want to focus our goals 
on maintaining the 5 STAR rating for 2018.  
Chapter officers serve the chapter members 
and help advance the AORN mission at the 
local level. Start thinking NOW of how the 
chapter can meet your member needs and 
expectations (ie., incentives, recruitment, 
and leadership and mentoring 
opportunities), as well as, community 
outreach activities. Consider opportunities 
to serve on committees. Personally get 
involved in the direction of the chapter and 
ways to “give back” to your profession 
through your chapter.  
 

The official ballot for the 2018-2019 term 
year will be sent out on May 9th by email 
and will include the voting instructions. The 
new 2018-2019 officers will be announced 
at our meeting on Wednesday May 23, 2018 
at UMC.  At this meeting we will have a 
special “Welcome” for all our new student 
members (207 total…. WOW). Come to the 
May 23rd meeting and help welcome these 
new members.  
Our Installation Banquet/Ceremony will be 
on Wednesday June 27, 2018. Please join 
the chapter in congratulating the new board 
members by showing your support and 
their willingness to serve you, the members.  
Check out The Installation flyer in this 
newsletter …. !! 
 

BREAKING NEWS 
An AORN task force reviewed and discussed 
the literature related to recommendations 
for operating room (OR) attire, specifically 
ear and hair covering, and the value of skull 
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  Legislative Report by Nathalie Walker, MBA, RN, CNOR 

 

Chapter 1902  

 Event Calendar 

2017-2018 
 

 

 

******************* 
May 23rd- UMC for one CE 

credit 
 

******************* 

 
 

 Monthly Meeting Dates 
 

June 27th-Installation Banq. 
 

 

Per member request,  
we have 

 a new meeting time: 
5 PM 

ALL meetings start at 
5 PM unless otherwise noted 

   
 

 

Answers to the 
PeriOp Challenge 

 
      1.  B 

        2.  A 
        3.  A 

Colleagues,  
 

If you want to be more active and stay informed about legislative issues 
that effect your nursing practice please sign up for the AORN Legislative 
Forum. Send an email request to Daniel Glover via dglover@aorn.org to get 
login information to join the "Forum" held every month on the 3rd Monday 
of the month.    
 

Also, here a call to Action!  Let your voice be heard, take action to support 
AORN's legislative priorities for perioperative practice. 
 

https://www.aorn.org/government-affairs/take-action 
______________________________________________________ 
 

Make plans now for 2018 National Time Out Day 
 

Time Out Day Resources:   National Time Out Day is a powerful tool that supports 
surgical nurses’ ability to speak up for safe practices in the operating room. It 
provides an opportunity to educate your community about this practice and become 
better informed patients. Time Out Day also demonstrates your role in patient care 
and commitment to patient safety as the perioperative nurse who cares for them. 
Legislators are not often familiar with what happens in an operating room and as 
legislation comes across their desks that impacts the OR, it is crucial that they 
understand the role of RN Circulators. AORN makes it easy to write your 
legislators about the importance of taking a time out every time, by providing periop 
nurses with a sample letter and contact information for legislators at all levels of 
government.  If you receive a response from your legislator, please let Danielle 
Glover, AORN Government Affairs Manager, know. 
https://www.aorn.org/government-affairs/advocacy-tools 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

WASHINGTON, D.C., April 26, 2018 — Today, Dr. Ann Cary, Chair of the Board of Directors 
of the American Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN), will testify before the House 
Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and 
Related Agencies. With more than 100 requests to testify received, the selection of Dr. Cary 
to appear before the Subcommittee demonstrates AACN's strong commitment to elevating 
the voice of academic nursing at the federal level. Specifically, Dr. Cary will request 
increased investments in the Title VIII Nursing Workforce Development Programs and the 
National Institute of Nursing Research (NINR). 
  

These programs received marked increases in the Fiscal Year 2018 Consolidated 
Appropriations Act, and AACN's testimony will provide a strong rationale for why continued 
support of nursing education and research will have a strong economic and societal return 
on investment. 
  

Dr. Cary is a living example of how the federal government's investments directly impact 
nurses. Receiving federal funding as both a student and securing her own grants later in her 
career, she has witnessed their power in supporting countless underrepresented, 
disadvantaged, and first generation nursing students to succeed in the profession and 
provide exceptional health care. 
  

"My long career as a nurse and academic leader was made possible by an investment from 
the federal government. In my early 20s, I received a federal nurse traineeship as I was 
undertaking my master's degree in public health nursing. This traineeship allowed me to 
pursue my graduate degree so I could focus on a role I believe is most powerful in shaping 
the future—nurse educator," said Dr. Cary.   
 

Continued on page 5 

mailto:dglover@aorn.org
https://www.aorn.org/government-affairs/take-action
https://www.votervoice.net/AORN/campaigns/58047/respond
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mailto:dglover@aorn.org
https://www.aorn.org/government-affairs/advocacy-tools
http://send.aacnnursing.org/link.cfm?r=ZTUZznbMRsR7LeMzzVg11g~~&pe=UFWwqUFCQMKCz_YJvV0XJZWAM63FUdax1jYrvF4lTNW95KKlixBvpZ2thkCdiCHAHN-eaSSL3NOUAygAxy-OzA~~&t=rOktK9vxDFqVoadC7R6CBQ~~
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Membership expires on the last day of your renewal 
month. Here is a reminder that your membership 
expiration is in the near future: 

 

Membership due to Lapse 

 

Member News 

Please remember to renew!  
 

Total Members - 208 
Standard – 152 
Lifetime – 15 
2/3yr - 26 
Retired – 8 
Associate – 8 
Student Members – 417 
 
 

When you renew, please check your 
membership card to see that it states “Chapter 
1902”. If your name is then not on our Roster 
and our Chapter does not receive the chapter 
dues you pay. 
   
 
  
 

 
If you have news from  

your facility Please send any updates to  
Mary Anne Toledano 

at: matoledano@outlook.com 
 

  http://http://www.facebook.com/AORN 

 

  
 

 www.ornurselink.org/Pages/home.aspx 
 

3M has upcoming webinars at which you can obtain 
free CEU`s. 
https://promo.3m.com/rc/3MMEDICAL/ipdeducatio
nwebinarcalendar  
 

    https://twitter.com/AORNofNewOrlean   

(You are seeing it correctly; there is no “s”) 

Chapter Webpage:  

www.aornofneworleanschapter1902.com 

 

Member Resources  Membership Information 

 May 

Kristy Austin 

Erika Burley 

Tracy Bynum 

Stephanie Danielson 

Katie Faciane 

Rosa Flores-Castellon 

Natalie Francipane 

Evelyn Freiberg 

Sharon Guardina 

Sherry Harvey 

Amanda Horaist  

Jennifer Hymel 

Derin Olukoga 

 

June 

Ursula Allain  

Mary Dickinson  

Jill Kliebert  

Jared Mata  

Joy Melgar  

Katherine Mulino  

Michelle Prejeant 

Kevin Schabel-Bayhi 

Lynne Vega  

Kevin White  

  

mailto:matoledano@outlook.com
http://http/www.facebook.com/AORN
http://http/www.facebook.com/AORN
http://www.ornurselink.org/Pages/home.aspx
https://promo.3m.com/rc/3MMEDICAL/ipdeducationwebinarcalendar
https://promo.3m.com/rc/3MMEDICAL/ipdeducationwebinarcalendar
https://twitter.com/AORNofNewOrlean
https://twitter.com/AORNofNewOrlean
http://www.aornofneworleanschapter1902.com/
http://www.facebook.com/aorn
http://twitter.com/aorn
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Meeting Minutes - from the secretary:  

 
Minutes from AORN of New Orleans – 
Chapter 1902 Meeting,  April 25, 2018, 5PM 
held at Ochsner Medical Center – Kenner 
 

Submitted by: Mandy Martin-Sanchez, Secretary 
 

Chapter Meeting 
 

Sharon Guardina, President, welcomed everyone 
to Ochsner Kenner.  Thank you to Ochsner 
Kenner for hosting the meeting and to 
Medtronic for the light snacks. 
 

Quorum: Secretary Mandy Martin-Sanchez 
reported that a quorum is present for the 
meeting; 20 members (6 officers present) 

 

Officer Reports:  
 President’s report given by Sharon:  
o 65th Annual Global Surgical Conference & 

Expo was held in New Orleans. Thank you to 
the host volunteers who assisted at Expo. 
Sessions are available until May 12th on the 
Conference App. 38 Chapter members had 
registered for Expo this year 

o 2019 Expo will be held April 6-10, 2019, in 
Nashville  

o Chapter 1902 is now a 5 star rating. 
o April chapter town hall was April 18th; 

please register for these very informative 
calls. If you are not able to listen to the live 
call, a link will be sent for you to access the 
recording. 

o Kudos to our sisters in AORN of Baton Rouge 
for winning the Chapter Excellence Award! 

o The Membership Experience Guide from the 
Chapter Leader Workshop is available on OR 
Nurse Link.  
 

 Treasurer’s Report given by Melissa Guidry: 
The balance in the chapter’s checking account 
is currently $5057.38. 
o Hospital Liaisons –are still needed for many 

of the New Orleans area hospitals (Ochsner 
Baptist, Ochsner Westbank, Touro, Crescent 
City). If you know nurses in any of these 
locations, please have them contact Melissa. 

 

 Newsletter by Mary Anne Toledano: Please 
send any items for the newsletter to Mary 
Anne as soon as accomplishments of your 
staff in the newsletter! 

 
 State Council Report by Ramie Miller: 

The State Council sold $6600 in scrub 
caps at Expo! Thanks to Linda Bienvenue 
and Jean East for all of their hard work 
sewing the caps! 

 
 Legislative Report by Nathalie Walker: 

see the legislative report in the 
newsletter.  

 
 Nominating Committee Report by 

Ramie Miller: The tentative ballot was 
published in the April newsletter. The 
ballot is open until May 7th for any other 
interested parties to be added.  
Willingness to serve form available in 
the April newsletter. 

 
Old Business:  

 Meeting Teleconferences: If there is still 
interest in establishing a teleconference 
for meetings, please let Sharon Guardina 
know. 

 Chapter Accountability: Re-started on 
January 1st. We need to keep the site 
updated throughout the year. 

 
Our next chapter meeting will be held May 
23rd at UMC. We will be honoring nursing 
students. Please try to attend!  
 
Announcements: 

 Two upcoming seminars: Leadership 
Symposium on May 5th; October 13th – 
Northshore Seminar at North Oaks in 
Hammond 

 Free Continuing Education: Pfiedler 
Enterprises has free courses available. 

 AORN of New Orleans Winter Seminar: 
January 12, 2019. If you know of anyone 
who has contact hours approved, let 
Sharon know.  

 Public Comment Period Open: Your input 

  is needed! Please check the AORN   
website for the public comments                               
Continued on page 9 
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Future Meeting Dates: 
 
July 14th - Baton Rouge (Women's)  
October 13th - Hammond (North Oaks) 

Legislative Report, Continued from page 2 
 

Dr. Cary's testimony will provide powerful context for how the nursing workforce and research are essential to reshaping American 
health care. The system is growing increasingly complex as new technology continues to emerge, cost-containment measures are 
put into place, and access to quality care is at risk. Support for reinventing health care must be sustained along with investments in 
scientific discoveries that address population needs and public health priorities. Nurses are key to transforming health care and 
protecting the health of the nation. 
  
"AACN is honored to have Dr. Cary provide testimony at a time when academic nursing is working with our partners to prepare a 
workforce ready to meet the challenges of today and tomorrow," said Dr. Deborah Trautman, AACN President and Chief Executive 
Officer. "We applaud the work of Congressional appropriators who have recognized the value of nursing professionals through their 
policy and spending actions." 
  
The association will continue to work with our Nursing Community Coalition partners and Congress to ensure that investments in the 
nursing workforce and research are, and remain, a top priority as the demand for high-quality, cost-effective health care persists. 

 
Professional Associations Collaborate To Review Evidence on Surgical Attire 
In February, 2018, AORN met with a task force comprised of the American College of Surgeons, American Society of 
Anesthesiologists, Association for Professionals in Infection Control and Epidemiology, Association of Surgical 

Technologists, and The Joint Commission to discuss the body of the evidence on surgical attire.  The task force 
reviewed and discussed the literature related to recommendations for operating room (OR) attire, specifically ear and 

hair covering, and the value of skull caps as compared to the bouffant, which stemmed from a recent study that 

indicated the porosity of the bouffant head covering was inferior to the skull cap for ear and hair coverage. In the 2014 
AORN Guideline for Surgical Attire, the recommendation is that hair should be covered, though there is not a 

recommendation on which head covering as it can vary with the individual practitioners.  "AORN welcomed the 
opportunity to come to consensus on the new evidence," said Lisa Spruce, DNP, RN, CNS-CP, CNOR, ACNS, ACNP, 

FAAN, director of evidence-based perioperative practice for AORN. "AORN guidelines are developed following an 
extensive review of all literature and the resulting recommendations are based on the quality of the studies. We are 

pleased that surgical attire is continuing to be evaluated and AORN will reflect the latest evidence in the revised 

guideline." 
The attached consensus statement was released today. 

The AORN Guideline for Surgical Attire is currently under revision and will be reviewed by the AORN Guideline Advisory 
Board comprised of representatives from the task force, as well as the International Association of Healthcare Central 

Service Materiel Management (IAHCSMM), the Society for Healthcare Epidemiology of America (SHEA), the American 

Association of Nurse Anesthetists (AANA).  The guideline will be available for public comment from Jan. 2, 2019 through 
Feb. 22, 2019 and ready for publication in April, 2019. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted by,                                                                       
 
    Nathalie Walker MBA, RN, CNOR 

 

     AORN of New Orleans, 
     Chapter 1902- Legislative Chair 

                                                          

http://send.mail.aorn.org/link.cfm?r=mVT7kakcuyB68gb63dRziQ~~&pe=bU_02teKwHRAKy6spDEKpMgYfwL_OahXS9lauQTN9MLuuNYWVdR-QM79eiVOLSPrlb-PtrVipdo0CXA1TlCqSA~~&t=xzBXj-jUSOfDX9t0vcvCvw~~
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Chapter 1902 Community Outreach Project: 
 

 
 

Please bring non-perishable items, hotel shampoos, etc. to 
next meeting for the homeless shelter at St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church on Tulane Avenue.  Sharon Guardina 

will drop them off to the shelter. 
 

• Small bottles of shampoo   • Eye glasses 
• Non-perishable foods items   • Socks 

 

Thank you!!! 
 

1. In addition to standard precautions, what precautions should a perioperative  
RN implement when caring for a patient who is diagnosed with Clostridium  
difficile disease? 
 

A. Airborne 
B. Contact 
C. Droplet 

 
2. The first lines of protection against the hazards of surgical smoke include  
     smoke evacuation and: 
 
      A. General room ventilation 
      B. Policies and procedures 
      C. PPE (i.e. respiratory protection) 

 
3. Which of the following are examples of non-absorbable suture? 
 

A. Cotton, Silk, nylon 
      B. Polyglactin, surgical gut, synthetic polymers 
      C. Surgical Gut, nylon, silk 

 
  

             

                                                                               Answers on page 2 
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2018/2019 

AORN of New Orleans – Chapter 1902 

BALLOT 
President/Elect (1 to be elected)  

_________ - Carrie Simpson    

 

Vice-President (1 to be elected) 

 

 ________ - Mary Anne Toledano    

 

Secretary (1 to be elected 

 

________ - Mandy Martin-Sanchez 

 

Board of Directors: (3 to be elected) 

 

________ - Roxanne McNally 

________ - Linda Levesque 

________ - Elaine Stock 

 

Nominating Committee: (2 to be elected) 

 

________    - Nathalie Walker 

________ - Susan Overman 

________   - Sheila Ostrow 

 

Please Bring to the MAY 23rd AORN meeting at UMC, e-mail or Mail to:  

Ramie Miller (ramiemiller@yahoo.com) 

719 Haring Rd 

Metairie, LA 70001 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

QUICK LINKS 
 Two weeks left to watch education sessions from AORN Expo 2018. Recordings and evaluations available 

through May 12.  
 Get quick video shorts & implementation steps for improving team communication, free for members!  

 The AORN Guideline for Sterilization will be available for public comment May 9 to June 6. This document 

provides guidance for sterilizing reusable medical devices. 

 AORN has new resources to help you optimize OR efficiency. Learn more.  

 Learn to define your ASC quality improvement initiatives. Register today.  

 The AORN Research Priorities for Perioperative Nursing will be available for public comment April 17 to May 8.  

 AORN supports perioperative professionals throughout their careers. Click here to see how. 

 

 

 
********************************* 

Last chance to  
add your name  

to the ballot!   
 

The deadline is May 10th.   
Please contact  

Sharon Guardina  
or  

Ramie Miller  
if you would like to add your 

name to the ballot. 
 

http://send.mail.aorn.org/link.cfm?r=mVT7kakcuyB68gb63dRziQ~~&pe=SSHETJcNlSi6QdP_NgCHeZPJBfOlNyFoxyxuD5YDckpTbPc1C-YfnSa1SDdIWKbUZT6XTe-voU2L1HwqOgcUAQ~~&t=zfpSftuq49jPQLAq3jSkxw~~
http://send.mail.aorn.org/link.cfm?r=mVT7kakcuyB68gb63dRziQ~~&pe=SSHETJcNlSi6QdP_NgCHeZPJBfOlNyFoxyxuD5YDckpTbPc1C-YfnSa1SDdIWKbUZT6XTe-voU2L1HwqOgcUAQ~~&t=zfpSftuq49jPQLAq3jSkxw~~
http://send.mail.aorn.org/link.cfm?r=mVT7kakcuyB68gb63dRziQ~~&pe=3k-0XXPVMGpkL2p-57Wvk_yFJguUMDMeYoU84Dm4inCVcwJki8sVgF_Ep8Y1b9aPirsBFy1IiA6gVfv-hKM1Zw~~&t=zfpSftuq49jPQLAq3jSkxw~~
http://send.mail.aorn.org/link.cfm?r=mVT7kakcuyB68gb63dRziQ~~&pe=YteULv6ZZqSMsHw7EWwhc_0rSMInbZkRxZTqMAfzx0mkl7l0jz9hjxo_ABcrjYHvCAM7b6-db1T8kvgdpMeqxw~~&t=zfpSftuq49jPQLAq3jSkxw~~
http://send.mail.aorn.org/link.cfm?r=mVT7kakcuyB68gb63dRziQ~~&pe=vl9YmQTfPPhFUnly4FUqY0AhQml5lfoN-cVui5aLy9e48r2Y3H12RjggqeUfIccLHiUrs4SJcbozva12VWOhwg~~&t=zfpSftuq49jPQLAq3jSkxw~~
http://send.mail.aorn.org/link.cfm?r=mVT7kakcuyB68gb63dRziQ~~&pe=jeVGHiFk2Xz0TTlsvLAU9rg1rC03ZPNFEfXpDks_8qyZNDSPKXbPI3WiA2rMsxZdDQfxNLPz3TookAV5HVIxUg~~&t=zfpSftuq49jPQLAq3jSkxw~~
http://send.mail.aorn.org/link.cfm?r=mVT7kakcuyB68gb63dRziQ~~&pe=NjbdDkylIq3UiLSo8ZM_XxIkg8Ob1AUv5R29Yix1XRryK3pMNvxsU7W-oCU_GQjV_kmLHEq7cRkRYOY1h3oY6Q~~&t=zfpSftuq49jPQLAq3jSkxw~~
http://send.mail.aorn.org/link.cfm?r=mVT7kakcuyB68gb63dRziQ~~&pe=llfbP3n4Nvf3sB6kL7_Q9Mz_p7unSzK35kraa7fKwZIGe1rpVC1EO52euy4wErk6SuxmN1QZr7VGk2JQQmUH_Q~~&t=zfpSftuq49jPQLAq3jSkxw~~
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj8l5uF9-naAhUP3YMKHXizA08QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://clipart.larysadodz.com/clipart-arrow-pointing-right/&psig=AOvVaw02BLJCJN9AHZ9JwKQ6SeAd&ust=1525450216509458
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Plan ahead for National Nurses Week and honor your 

colleagues, mentors, or your entire team.  

Honor those who are making a difference in 

perioperative nursing. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

*  Chapter Hospital Liaisons  *  
 

UMC-Elaine Stock           Lakeview-Christal Cook                     

VA-Stephanie Walls                                  East Jefferson-Alycia Adams 

Tulane-Linda Levesque          Children's-Judy Montello  

Ochsner Jefferson-Susan Overman 

Ochsner Kenner-Geri Tannehill/Gloria Mejia 
 

We would like to encourage a member from Touro, Crescent City 
Surgical, West Jeff, Ochsner Westbank and Ochsner Baptist to 
volunteer as a liaison from one of these facilities to assist with providing 
information to your peers.  If you are interested, please email Melissa 
Guidry at guidrymelissa@yahoo.com  or call her at 504-442-9747. 
 

Thanks to those members listed above who have volunteered - you are 
greatly appreciated. 

http://send.mail.aorn.org/link.cfm?r=eSq5_suLDhuB6Hco17yoMQ~~&pe=HDbr_GM-rNyOXOZrYtlb2OP-bUPCWcgD6DTT_qwL1HXIwNu4locugTNrJ55jyQb6zH1Cja6DanMR8ZapyGBPhw~~&t=r1-D16dEDa5iWTgnZJ9dHw~~
http://send.mail.aorn.org/link.cfm?r=eSq5_suLDhuB6Hco17yoMQ~~&pe=HDbr_GM-rNyOXOZrYtlb2OP-bUPCWcgD6DTT_qwL1HXIwNu4locugTNrJ55jyQb6zH1Cja6DanMR8ZapyGBPhw~~&t=r1-D16dEDa5iWTgnZJ9dHw~~
mailto:guidrymelissa@yahoo.com
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Meeting Minutes - Continued from page 4 

 

on AORN Research priorities for 
perioperative nursing through May 8, 2018. 
The AORN Guideline for Sterilization public 
comment period will be May 9th to June 6th.  

 Expo 2019: If you are interested in 
volunteering for the Nashville Expo, contact 
the voluntary coordinator. 
Denene.cofield@hcahealthcare.com. 

 Perioperative Nursing Week: November 18th. 
Start planning now! 

 Outpatient Surgery Magazine is now a part of 
AORN. Members will get a digital copy every 
month.  

 If you know anyone who wants to run for 
national office, submit their name on the 
website. Deadline is May 1, 2018. Ballot will 
be prepared in July! 

 AORN Guideline Spotlight on Environment of 
Care and Patient Skin Antisepsis reviewed by 
Sharon. 

Continuing Education Program: Preventing 
Surgical Fires: A Guide to OR Fire Safety 
presented by Ashley Baker, with Ethicon 
 

Ashley presented an interactive session to the 
group. The main message: 
 The risk is real. The number of OR fires is not 

declining! There are approximately 200-240 
surgical fires per year; 20-30 result in serious 
injuries; 1-2 result in a patient death 

  OR fires are often not reported so those   
  numbers could actually be much higher!     

 There are usually no patient injuries, not 
required by law, no staff injury, fear of 
repercussions, fires are quickly extinguished, 
no one else if affected, unsure of the reporting  

process involved  
 Mainly occur in outpatient settings (81% in 

MAC procedures); most involve upper body 
(neck or upper chest) 

 The Fire Triad needs to be broken: Oxygen 
(anesthesia), Heat (generally the realm of the 
Surgeon – ESU, laser, drills, fiberoptic light 
cords, etc.) and Fuel (the materials used in 
the OR – this is the OR staff realm) 

 Perform a fire risk assessment before the 
start of the procedure; everyone participates; 
communicate during the time out; document 
in the patient record 

 If there is a high risk procedure: Verify fire 
triangle (include verbal confirmation with 
every); ensure appropriate draping 
techniques to minimize oxygen concentration 
under drapes; minimize ESU setting; assess 
enough time allowed for fumes of alcohol-
based prep solutions to dissipate (min 3 min) 

 Encourage the use of wet sponges 
 Ensure basin of sterile saline or water on field 
 Anesthesia: ensure syringe full of saline in 

reach for procedures within the oral cavity 
o The ASPF has a very useful Algorithm for 

use for fires on the patient or in the patient 
 Equipment safety strategies along with how 

to respond to a fire (RACE) and fire 
extinguisher use (PASS) were reviewed 
 

The risk is real! Review your facility’s procedures 
for fire safety, managing a fire in the OR and 
evacuation of patients and staff if directed to do 
so. Don’t wait until an emergency happens! Be 
prepared! 
 

DON'T LEAVE CONTACT HOURS BEHIND  

You still have time to get caught up on the sessions you missed at the conference. Session recordings will be 

available through May 12. You can also enter contact hours until then by visiting AORN’s  online evaluation 

center. A record of your contact hours will be available in your MyAORN profile after June 1. 

Expo Session Recordings can be accessed through the conference app on your phone or at AORN.org 

Don’t forget to update the conference app (on your phone or at AORN.org) before you get started and then 

select Session Recordings. 
 

Still feeling energized and empowered from the Global Surgical Conference & Expo 2018. Please keep 

sharing your inspirational stories, work challenges and solutions, and plans for next year's conference on OR 

Nurse Link. 

mailto:Denene.cofield@hcahealthcare.com
http://send.mail.aorn.org/link.cfm?r=eSq5_suLDhuB6Hco17yoMQ~~&pe=5d6rxuX1DCMqg9eSAyZ7sC79W3_iSlcrLVtOfOnCBrljCM_AStKTOrCGyYFQHOVO_LuYRaQQdMZtqHcnNcINDA~~&t=L_KvlyrmGCDUa3AO3Y83Lg~~
http://send.mail.aorn.org/link.cfm?r=eSq5_suLDhuB6Hco17yoMQ~~&pe=5d6rxuX1DCMqg9eSAyZ7sC79W3_iSlcrLVtOfOnCBrljCM_AStKTOrCGyYFQHOVO_LuYRaQQdMZtqHcnNcINDA~~&t=L_KvlyrmGCDUa3AO3Y83Lg~~
http://send.mail.aorn.org/link.cfm?r=eSq5_suLDhuB6Hco17yoMQ~~&pe=qPHDuzjtXuklmdbdEq6oS_jIjJd2pohKa-B6o4D0H9uZz3Amnj6jliIbaDRVrJ2u92JiEbClv14gc9YhbeY1uA~~&t=L_KvlyrmGCDUa3AO3Y83Lg~~
http://send.mail.aorn.org/link.cfm?r=eSq5_suLDhuB6Hco17yoMQ~~&pe=qPHDuzjtXuklmdbdEq6oS_jIjJd2pohKa-B6o4D0H9uZz3Amnj6jliIbaDRVrJ2u92JiEbClv14gc9YhbeY1uA~~&t=L_KvlyrmGCDUa3AO3Y83Lg~~
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Treasurer’s Report: 
 

 Previous balance:   $ 9553.95     
     

 

 Ending balance:    $ 7898.95 
                   
                    Respectfully submitted,  
 

                   Melissa Guidry, Treasurer   
                    AORN Chapter 1902 

 

Deposits:          Expenses: 
$ 2320.00          $ 665.00 
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